Cytoplasmic and mitochondrial fractions of serum aspartate aminotransferase in the early phase of myocardial infarction.
The behavior of the mitochondrial and cytoplasmic fractions of aspartate aminotransferase (AAT) (E.C. 2.6.1.1) has been quantitatively evaluated in the serum of patients with acute myocardial infarction. For this purpose a new electrophoretic procedure on Cellogel strips with spectrophotometric evaluation has been used. An increase of the mitochondrial fraction of AAT has been observed in the very early phase of myocardial infarction (i.e., 6 hr after the onset of symptoms). The serum increase of the mitochondrial AAT precedes those of other enzymes, including creatine phosphokinase.